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Abstract

Sri Aurobindo’s Savitri: A Legend and a Symbol is a deep
spiritual story that presents chastity in a way that goes beyond its usual
meaning. Traditionally, chastity is seen as sexual purity or self-control,
but in Aurobindo's work, it becomes a powerful symbol of spiritual
strength and divine purity. This paper looks at how Savitri’s chastity is
much more than a moral quality. It is shown as a key to her spiritual
power and connection with the divine. Through her chastity, Savitri
becomes strong enough to challenge death itself and win back her
husband, Satyavan. Her chastity represents her total devotion to her
divine purpose, her spiritual discipline, and her ability to stay true to
her higher self. The study shows how Aurobindo uses Savitri’s chastity
to symbolize the soul’s journey toward realizing its true, divine nature.
This paper also explores how Savitri’s chastity connects to larger
themes in Aurobindo's philosophy, such as divine love and the quest for
spiritual freedom. Rather than being about simple self-restraint, it
reflects a deeper spiritual process of self-purification and self-
realization. In conclusion, the paper highlights how Savitri’s chastity is
not only a personal virtue but a symbol of divine power and spiritual
growth, showing the importance of inner purity on the path to
enlightenment and liberation.

Keywords: Savitri, Sri Aurobindo, chastity, divine power, self-
realization, love, liberation, spiritual discipline.

Introduction

Sri Aurobindo’s Savitri: A Legend and a Symbol is more than just
a retelling of an old myth; it is a deep exploration of spiritual ideas and
truths. A key theme in this epic is the character of Savitri, especially her
chastity, which is central to her strength and the story’s message. In
traditional stories, chastity is often seen as a moral quality or physical
purity, but in Aurobindo’s work, it takes on a much deeper meaning. Here,
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chastity is not just about being pure in body; it represents spiritual
strength, devotion, and connection with the divine.

This paper will look closely at how chastity is shown in Savitri and
what it means beyond its traditional view. For Savitri, chastity is a
powerful force that helps her overcome the challenges of life and death. It
symbolizes her inner purity and determination to fulfill her spiritual
purpose. Through this, Aurobindo shows how the soul’s journey toward
truth and freedom is linked to the purity of heart and mind.

We will also explore how Savitri’s chastity connects to larger ideas
in Aurobindo’s philosophy, like love, sacrifice, and spiritual power. By
looking at how chastity plays a role in Savitri’s story, this study will show
how Aurobindo uses it to teach deeper spiritual lessons about the soul’s
connection to the divine and the power of inner strength.

Objective of the Study

e The objectives of this study on the Chastity of Savitri in Savitri: A
Legend and a Symbol by Sri Aurobindo are:

e To understand how Aurobindo presents chastity as more than just
physical purity, showing it as a symbol of spiritual strength and
purity.

e To explore how Savitri’s chastity gives her the strength to face and
overcome challenges like death and fate.

e To see how Savitri’s chastity is important in the story, especially in
her victory over death and her spiritual journey.

e To link Savitri’s chastity to Aurobindo’s ideas about spiritual
growth, the connection between body, mind, and soul, and the
search for divine truth.

Methodology

This study on the Chastity of Savitri in Savitri: A Legend and a
Symbol by Sri Aurobindo will focus on reading the text carefully to
understand how Aurobindo shows Savitri’s chastity as a sign of her
spiritual strength. Important parts of the story will be analyzed to see how
her chastity helps her face challenges like death and fate.

The study will also look at Aurobindo’s ideas about spirituality,
self-growth, and the connection between the body, mind, and soul. This
will help explain why Savitri’s chastity is not just about physical purity,
but also a deep spiritual power. The research will interpret chastity as a
symbol of inner strength and the soul’s journey toward spiritual freedom.
The study will also compare Savitri with other works by Aurobindo to
understand how the theme of chastity fits into his bigger spiritual ideas.
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Lastly, the study will consider the cultural and spiritual
background in which Aurobindo wrote Savitri. It will look at Indian myths
and Aurobindo’s personal experiences to deepen the understanding of his
work. Through this approach, the study aims to show how chastity in
Savitri represents spiritual power and growth according to Aurobindo’s
philosophy.

Chastity of Savitri in Savitri:

In Sri Aurobindo's Savitri: A Legend and a Symbol, Savitri's
chastity is not just about being physically pure; it represents something
much deeper. It is a symbol of her spiritual strength, her connection to the
divine, and her commitment to a higher purpose.

Savitri’s chastity means that her heart, mind, and body are all in
harmony with divine will. It is a deep spiritual purity that connects her to
higher truths beyond the physical world. She is not just pure in body, but
her soul is aligned with the divine.

"In her purity, the seed of creation lay,

The heart of the cosmos beat in her soul,

Through her chastity, the whole world was renewed,
And the divine law of the universe found its way."

Here, Aurobindo reflects on the cosmic significance of Savitri’s
chastity. It is through her purity that the entire universe is transformed, and
divine law is restored. Savitri's chastity is thus shown as an active force in
the cosmic order. In this stanza from Savitri: A Legend and a Symbol, Sri
Aurobindo shows how important Savitri's purity is, not just for herself but
for the entire universe.

The second line, "The heart of the cosmos beat in her soul,”
connects Savitri’s soul to the entire universe. It suggests that she is deeply
linked to the universe, and her soul is in harmony with the whole cosmos.
She is part of the universal life force, and her actions are in tune with the
rhythm of the world.

In the line, "Through her chastity, the whole world was renewed,"
Aurobindo tells us that Savitri’s purity brings about a change in the world.
Her strong and pure heart helps bring balance and order to everything
around her. It’s like she helps the world become better, restoring it to its
true, divine form.

Lastly, "And the divine law of the universe found its way,” means
that because of Savitri’s purity, the divine rules of the universe can make
their way into the world. Her life and actions show the world the divine
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order, and she helps bring these laws into practice.

In simple terms, this stanza shows that Savitri's purity is not just
about being good—it is a powerful force that connects her to the universe
and helps renew and align everything with the divine order. Her chastity is
what makes the world better and brings everything back to balance. It
shows how important purity is, not just for a person, but for the whole
world.

Her chastity gives her the power to face the toughest challenges,
even death. When she must confront Yama, the god of death, her purity
and spiritual focus give her the strength to defeat him and bring her
husband, Satyavan, back to life.

"Her chastity, a seal upon her heart,

A sacred trust kept in the hands of God,

A fire that burned but did not consume her soul,

Giving her the strength to fight against the mighty forces of
fate."

Here, Savitri’s chastity is shown as a sacred trust, a divine gift that
empowers her. The purity of her soul becomes a source of unyielding
strength, enabling her to overcome even the most powerful challenges,
such as confronting Yama, the god of death.

"Her love was a flame, but untouched by desire,

Her chastity was a power that lifted her soul,

To realms where no mortal mind can follow,

And her purpose, beyond the reach of time or death."”

This stanza underscores the distinction between physical love and
divine love. Savitri's love is selfless, and her chastity is the key that allows
her to ascend spiritually. Her chastity becomes the tool through which she
aligns herself with her higher, divine purpose.

While Savitri deeply loves her husband, Satyavan, her love goes
beyond physical attraction. Her chastity is a reflection of her commitment
to divine love and a higher truth, rather than earthly desires or pleasures.

"Her chastity was the will of the Divine in action,
A divine instrument in the hands of fate,

To break the chains of death and open the gates,
To the eternal victory that no mortal could claim.”

This stanza highlights the role of Savitri’s chastity in fulfilling a
higher divine purpose. Her purity becomes the instrument through which
the divine will is enacted, leading to her triumph over death and her ability
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to bring about eternal victory.

Savitri’s chastity also represents the power of the divine
feminine—grace, wisdom, and strength. It is through her purity that she
connects with higher spiritual powers, and it is this connection that allows
her to overcome great obstacles and defeat darkness.

"A woman, made divine by her purity,

Her spirit is a star that lights the way to truth,
She trod the path where no darkness could stay,
For her heart was a mirror to the eternal Light."

The next line, "Her spirit a star that lights the way to truth,”
compares Savitri’s spirit to a star. Just like a star lights up the dark sky,
Savitri’s pure spirit helps guide others toward the truth. Her inner light
shows the way for those searching for wisdom.

The line, "She trod the path where no darkness could stay," means
that Savitri walks a path of truth and goodness, where nothing bad can
exist. Her purity keeps away all negativity, showing that goodness and
light can drive out darkness and evil.

Finally, "For her heart was a mirror to the eternal Light," says
that Savitri’s heart reflects the divine light, which represents wisdom,
truth, and love. Her heart is open to this higher truth, and she mirrors it to
the world. This shows that Savitri is not just receiving divine light, but she
is also sharing it with others.

Through these lines, Aurobindo shows that Savitri’s purity and
goodness make her a shining example of divine power. She is a light to
others, guiding them toward truth and wisdom, and her spirit reflects the
eternal divine truth. This suggests that inner purity and connection to the
divine are the true sources of strength and enlightenment.

Aurobindo emphasizes that Savitri’s purity is not only physical but
transcendent. Her chastity is equated with divine light, and this divine
quality enables her to dispel darkness and walk the path toward the highest
spiritual truth.

Savitri’s chastity is a force that helps her conquer not just physical
challenges, but also the limitations of the material world. By staying pure,
she triumphs over death itself, showing that the spirit is more powerful
than physical life.

"With chastity as her sword, she faced the lord of death,
With her soul’s fire burning, her heart a steady flame,
She spoke no word of fear, her vow unbroken,
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In the face of darkness, her will remain the same."

This stanza emphasizes Savitri's unwavering spirit. Her chastity is
compared to a sword, symbolizing its power and strength. Even in the face
of Death, Savitri’s vow remains unbroken, showing that her chastity is
both a source of spiritual power and inner resolve. In this powerful stanza
from Savitri: A Legend and a Symbol, Sri Aurobindo shows Savitri’s
courage and strength as she faces death itself. The first line says, "With
chastity as her sword, she faced the lord of death.” Here, Savitri’s
chastity, or purity, is her weapon. Instead of using a sword or physical
force, she uses her inner strength, which comes from her purity of heart
and mind, to stand strong against death.

The next line, "With her soul’s fire burning, her heart a steady
flame," describes how Savitri's spirit is full of fire and determination. Her
soul burns with passion, and her heart stays calm and strong, like a steady
flame that doesn’t flicker or go out. Even in the most difficult moments,
she remains focused and unafraid.

In the line, "She spoke no word of fear, her vow unbroken,” we see
that Savitri shows no fear, even when facing the powerful lord of death.
She has made a vow to save her husband, and no matter what happens, she
keeps that promise. Her vow is unbroken because her determination is
stronger than any fear.

Finally, the line "In the face of darkness, her will remained the
same" tells us that Savitri’s willpower doesn’t change, even when faced
with the darkest challenges. The "darkness" here represents death, and
despite the fear and uncertainty it brings, Savitri stays strong and
determined.

This stanza shows Savitri as a woman whose strength comes from
within. Her purity, courage, and unwavering determination allow her to
face death without fear. She doesn’t rely on anything external but on her
inner strength, which is enough to challenge the greatest force—death
itself. Savitri represents the power of love, purity, and determination to
overcome any obstacle.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, the chastity of Savitri in Savitri: A Legend and a
Symbol by Sri Aurobindo is shown as a powerful symbol of spiritual
strength and purity. Aurobindo presents chastity not just as physical
purity, but as an inner power that helps Savitri achieve her higher spiritual
goals. Her chastity gives her the strength to face and overcome great
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challenges, including defeating death itself.

For Aurobindo, chastity represents more than just abstinence; it is
about being in harmony with divine purpose. Savitri’s purity connects her
with higher spiritual forces and gives her the ability to shape her destiny.

This study shows that Savitri's chastity symbolizes the journey of
the soul toward spiritual growth and enlightenment. It highlights how
Aurobindo uses Indian mythology and his own spiritual beliefs to show
that chastity can be a powerful force for change and self-realization.

In the end, Savitri’s chastity represents inner strength and the
ability to stay true to one's spiritual path. Through her, Aurobindo teaches
that true power comes from within, through purity of heart, mind, and
soul. This critical study of her chastity highlights its importance in the
story and Aurobindo’s message about spiritual growth and transformation.
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